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John Templeton’s Journals

These journals contain many interesting and significant observations on the

natural history of the north of Ireland. The surviving portion of the journals

runs from November 1806 to May 1825, with fragments from preceding years. It is
regrettable that the earlier portion has been lost as the years from 1793 to

1806 was a period of great botanical activity for their author.

[Ulster Museum introduction]
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July
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15

Near Seymourhill in the Round
Moss - Sphagnum
in Fruct
1806
1732
74
Hypnum uncianatum in a low
field SW of Seymourhill

Bryum ventricosum In. Fru Colin Glen
turbinatum same place
the male and female Fruct-
-appear on the same plant

Hypnum niscifolium found with
male Fruct in Colin Glen

Bryum
Colin Glen

Conferva bifuncta Dillwyn 1.2
No. 36—

Chironia furlchilla on the rocky
grounds below Bangor July-15-1806

in full Flower, differs in the flowers
seldom being on footstalk of any dis-
cernable length, and the calyx adhering
to the corolla

Agrostis alba growing on high
sandy banks about a mile below
Bangor.

In Fruct - July 15 1804

stem sending forth roots at the



joints, leaves broader and shorter
than A. stolonifera, & culm smooth
rough at the margin with serratures
branches of the panicle aculiated, as
also the huls of the calyx leaves and
valve has the hul smooth farther from
the base than the other, both valves
have a very fine and close aculiation
on their edges near their apex

The panicle after flowering colapses
into a closed spike.

Poa maritima growing in cannies
of the rock, where a little earth was

deposited
Sertularia operculata
ciliata
rosacea
cornuta
Corallina spermophorus
Ulva gelatinous branching
Conferva Byrsoides
plumula
rosea,

ciliniaata
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ESSAY

ON THE
POWER AND USEFULNESS

DRAWING. ~
BY EDWARD DAYES, Parsxres.
——e0o>

(From 1he Belfast Neos-Leiter of 19th January, 1808.)

lmpmdduubcnvuu‘;w(nﬁrsbeﬁuagmm-
man) is 3 higher step towards becoming a2 man of virtue
and good sense, than the being what in this age we call
2 Scholar, Lord Ssuarrsavry.

K this effay we bave two obje@s in view : to fhew
thz ~anneftion of drawing with painting ; and to ex-
hibit, m; as clear a manner as -we poffibly cao, i
ufefulnefs aod influence ou fociety,

But before we praceed it may be neceflary to obferve,
that thofe who would queftion the utility of the arts,
would be cqually difpofed to queftion the utility of
thefe effays that treat about them,

Of their ufefulnefs, we hope to be able to offer
numberiefa proofes but they rife fuperior 10 the merely
ufeful, For that which is &feful is neither vrnamented
por clegant, becaufe peceflity implies poverty, while
ortament implies abuodance. Hence atchite®ture, as
an art, does not apply to ierc houlcbuilding. Iadc

o
-

fence of thefe effys, they are fervicealle by exhibiting
the ufefuncfs of truth; and fo far they become an
otj & 10all thofe who wifh to be acquainted with the
fubiz¢t handled, and to obta'n a knowledge therein.—
But "o thufe who never think or enqaire, or concern
the ' fe'vks with matters of (eculation, or who take
up wth {pecu'ations witlicut examining them, or read
ouly toconfirm themfclves in fuch as they have received,
uot any thir g can beco nean objedt of eoncern, or any
Lo k b. ufiful.

That man was got intendcd by nature for purpofes
bafe and igaoble, none will deny ; ard, if argu nents
a'e wanted, they might be drawn from that cternal
e quury after whateve: isgrand, digeified, or exalted ;
and finaily, afier a Rate fupeiior to our prefent ter-
reftrizl one. For it is not too much to affe-t, that we
2pproach the Div n ty in nothing fo much as in «wifdom,
llence, as the arts are connelted with wifd: m, as men
becuine cirelefs in their cultare, they become equally
incapable of fulfilling the duties of focial beings. For
knowledge is whit humanizes mankind ; reafon in-
clines them to milinefs, bat ignorance generates pree
julwe, wiich eradicates every tender feeling. .

By drawing is meant thie exa& imitation of all the
for -s and m nuers which prefent themnfelves to our
fiztt; and i koowing how to give every thing its
prop=: and ccreefponding chara@er agreeably to the
fu'i %t confiis theexcellence of what an artift terms
a z00d drafisman.

i ng, asfar as it is conne®ed with mere imis
tat -, -ameoa icaleperation, and may he acquired
by a r.:fon of very moderate talents. So may a
keoadod o of boshies, properties. faéts. eveats, .nd
fab o« Ly readiog. But the powers of invention, the
vt poetica W ich - t:nu thes the bard from the mere
vatife or j moalfy, the genins from the mere isnitatior
and ¢ Lyitt, malt Le a pift from heaven, bglowed at
tie formatioz of the being,

Neither this poet cenergy nor the inventive powera
of the art't can be tauzht in fehools or acalemies 3
bt they may be both buried in rut asd inaéton, if
Crvrrongt s are not preleated to call them into mo-
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‘tion.  So tie inventive powers of genius will be fatile
if unaccompanied by a fkill in drawing. Without this,
‘the learning of the painter or fenlptor cannot be fhewn
‘to advantage'; it is the sime qua men, by which all the
other accomplifiments are difplaved.
- From wl-at has been already ftated,- the dependence
‘of painting on drawing muft-be obvious. s
Gevius has been compared-to fire from fliat, which
cdn oaly be.produced by collifion ; if fa, fuceefs +oft
follow where nature direét: and sperfeverance attends.
AQivity is 2 neceffary ingredient to enable us to obtain
a konwledge in art ; and fheald we fi 1 others out-fep
us, ‘let us redouble our diligence, and comfort our-
felves with therecolleftion, that+a late fpring produccs
‘the greatelk plenty. - B D ) 5
No one can poflibly ju *ze of his powers from mere
fpeculation § the teft mukt . be applied to befgre the
value of-the gold can be knowns :Nor will-inaQlivity
ever difcover how tar our fortitude will enable us to
overcome difficultiesy our patien. é-to bear dif2p reint-
ment, or our induflry enable e to range the wide field
of art. Far were arts of eafy attzinm-nt, ihey
wounl! bs unwortiiy the notice of a great mjnd. + This
fhould induce us to encrease onr exertions in propur-
tion to our difppointments, remembering that to firive
with difficulties ig noble, Lut to conquer is.one of the
higheft poiats of human felicity. K is in painting as
in writing 3 where difficulties occur, they arife from
not clea underflanding the fubjeét. Hence, to be
able to 1 prefent an obje® juftly, we muft nnderfland
‘its fabrication; for it would be in- vaia 10 think of
drawing tbe arch of a bridge correflly without-know-
“ing how it.was keyed or put together, or even a bafket
if we did not know how it was wove,
We fhall now proceed.to confider the
drawing in a point of view merely ufeful.
How limi'ed mutt their ideas be who confider it as
 the fou d.ation of paiuting” only ! We know it is
fuch; for without deawing it would be in vain to think
of producing an eff & ; as mere ¢ lour witheut form
mud remain a ¢rode and undiftinga'thable mafs,

o .wer of
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Drawing is vot only an accomplifhment the moft ele-
gant, agreeable, and ornamental, but, at the fame time
that it is the foundation of painting is of the utmoft uti-
lity to the feulptor,the civil and naval archite@. the en-
graver, the eoginger, the mathematieian, &c. It +ijo afe
fiststhe garde.er, the cabinet meker, the weave: &¢, In
fbort, there is fearcely a branch of civil fociety, that is
not indebted toir, from the make: ¢ the iron raile be~
fore cu- houfe, to the 1ea urn on our table, To it we
are indebted for th:¢ reprefentations -f thofe elegant re-
mains of zntiquity, that have contrrbuted o much to
the advarcenent of our knowledge of fine form. Voo
lum~s «f verbal deferiprion will never convey fo true
an ilez of 2 thiag asthe moft Mght &et-h. hence, the

rce of much of cur knowledge in autiguitics, of

which language could never convey an adequate idea,
... Tobe ablc n tic oot to make 1 k= :2f 2 fine
‘biiflding, beautifu) profpe®, or any.curions produdion
of nature or of art. is noi only a very ‘tefirable and
elegant accomplifhment, but inthe higheft degree en-
tertaining,  To treafurc 6p whatever may occur in
our travels, either for fature wfe or to illuftrate con-
verfation, tp reprefent the decds of the great of former
ages, to preferve the features of our moft valuable
friends, has made this art not only one of the highelt
embellilhments of our nature, but the delight of all
ages. The greateft writers have united to praife, and
empires. to encourage it. It has been in the higheft
degree morally ufefu! ; and, where it has fourithed,
couferred honour on the country.  In fa&, fociety
could nut fuftain a more fevere lofs than in being de-
¥rived of it 5 as many comforte, and all thofe elegan~
€ies that adoro the prefent Rate of our beiog muft de-
part withit,

. ‘What has been the fate nfsthofe people whofe law-
givers forbid the praftice of one part of the elepant
"'?"e It appears they well koew, that whers art refiles,
wifdom will ever be of the party ; and dreade! the
Cownf !l ot opini-us built on a falf- baie
m"i’;“‘f‘}":‘ “power, “}‘ power is what preferves 2

ation . hence, thole wio hut the door agaioft know-
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ledge are wilfully feeking their own detru@ion 3 fu.
is precifely th- prefent ftate of the Turkith empire.

Ye Gods! what justice rules the ball !
Freedom and arts together tall :

Fools grant whate'er ambition craves ;
And men once ignorant, are slaves.

What was the fate of Crete, thar was fo renowned
for her wifdom, valour, aad laws ? How did the fink un-
der the tyranny and oppreffin o* Rome ? Wirh their
freedom departed their arts, their fcien-cs, their valour
a0d their virtues, With the 1§ of iiberty we lofe all
the ardour vature has furoilked u3 with to fireagthen
and (oppost the flamnc of geniug and the ardent glow
of valuur ; without it we become defiitute of vigorone
refolution, an.d fiuk below the natural virtue and digni~
ty or our fpecies.

Drawing --ay be fiid to poffefs a diviae virtue in
its creative power, and to be a perpetual miracle, as
it preferves th= images of diftant cbj-&s, and the Jike-
nefs of thofe we love.

Without rifk’'ng our lives on the boifterous ocean,
we may c:joy at home, in 3 { nali book, reprefentations
of the fineft produ@ions of nityre and art. fituated ia
the remoteft regio s of the world.

‘The weaith of a fizte, and i.e degree of civilization
of its inhabitants, are fhewn . .:c perfe&ionof the
clegant arts ; no country ever fluwiifhcd without them.

To fpe:k of the power of drawing in a very liva ed
poi: tof view : without it we could not have maps and
charts 3 witanut them we could not mavigate ; agd
without navigation we could not pofitfs the advantas
ges of commerce. Its application to fhip-building
mult be obvious, asevery part is madeto a feale.—As
a mere puwer of imitation, it unqaeitionably fets man

at the hea! of creatio , no other animal haviag rade
even the attempt  The arts have not only an iuflu nce
on our mapuets, butp @i s, and : ke a nati nal
poi- t of view, are high'y ulcfu'. T epitures epres
fenting gallant a&ti.ws or roble <chicven: ats roul and
flimulate to adls of heroifm apd jublic fpirit ; while

Porze

B 1
thofe of more elegant turn exhibit examples of graceful
addrefs, and incline the mind to adls of beneficence
and virtize,

However much we may lament that hifterical paint-
ingis not fufficiently encouraged, yet we muft diffent
fiom thofe who fupport the -old but erroneou: opi-
pion, that our love of portrait painting arifes from 2
nationl'vanity. This ridiculous idea has been ban-
died 2bout, both by foreigner and native till many who
take up with opinions without examining them have
believed it true. We boidly aflert, on the contrary,
that it is national virtue that gives it birth, and a de-
fire, the moft ralional, that of preferving the images of
thefe we love and delight iv conftantly before our eyes.
It argues preat national beneficerce amd goodmefs of
heart., We may, in fome meafure, julge of the difpo-
fition of the mafter of a boufe from the number of por-
traits he poffcfi:s'; they caanot be likencflefs of his
eremics.  Hence his hoice muft be founded on love,
and not, asthe =ncents were, on vanity and pride.—
‘The portrait painter, therefore, becomes morally ufe-
ful by Increafing that focial tie that binds fociety to-
getber, in keeping before ~ur eyes the images of de-
parted worth or exifting merit. It is on'y thofc who
neither love nor are beloved, that have no ueed of the
portrait painter.

Among the number of our natiomal advantages,
and which fome m2y thiok fuperiorto all others, we
may obfervz, that the excellence of our ariifts has tam-
«d the balance of trade in our favour. For, whcreas
we formerly imported vaft quantitics of prints, we
now fupply all Europe, and import very few. Lven
f9r the decoration of our bocks we were formerly ob-
liged to apply to firangers 3 but Heath basadded a
talle to that departa.eat of art unknown to former ene
£ravirs in the hiflorical line. Amorg the topographi-
il putlications, thofe prirts tiat accompary the
¢“ Beauties of England ard Wales” 1ouft be highly io-
terefing for talte and beruty,

In mc.brginning of the 1akt centory, the writers on

He Continent amafed themfelves in endeavouring to
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‘affign a caufe for the dulnefs of usiflanders in not hav-
ing produced one bitorical painter.  Our northerp I
titude being involved in fogs, was among the reafons
affigned ; but the caule of fuch abfurd enquiries has
ceafed, 2ad the mental capacity of Britons no one will
now dare to queflion. The conseguence of our nation
and the artsappear to have advanced together. The
“firft 38 evinced in our colonial poffeffions, and if we go
back to the time of Henry VIII. we fhal: eafily difco-
ver the flate of commerce and the comfortlefs fituatica
cf fociety, compared with the prefent. Holfinfhed
cbierves, that chimneys were a novelty, as were pewter
ornamenis for the table. Straw formed the béd, .and
a_good block of hard wood the pillow, * Then was the
dawn of the arts, fince which time they have been ad-
vancing, and are now, thank God, matured into 2
glorious mid-day, under the auipices of his prefent
Majeity.

It is impoffible to fpezk of the arts without exprefl-
ing our gratitude towards their great patron ; and
were his name to flourifh in no other way, that of
George 111, will be facred to pofter'ty, with thefe of
Leo Juiius, andfall fuch as have a claim on eternity, as
their prote&tors.  His Mujefty has done for the arts
what ro monarch of this nation ever did before; he
has given, by his patronage, a tura to the national
talte highly beneficial to the profeflin,jwhich the pub-
lic are bound to fupport by a liberal and fair encou-
ragement. With refpe® to the mere a& of buying,
we are bound to confider his Majelty in thelight of a
private gentleman, who regulates his expenditure ac-
cording to his income ; and e ought to thauk God
it is fo.

Holbein had not talte enough to change the gro-
tefqne fathions of the court of Henry VIII. He
broug'it about a revolution in archite@ure, but he in-
troduced a mongrel fyle inferior to the Gothic of that

riod,

* Zuccaro was in England in the time of Elizabeth ;
and during that long reigg we find little improvement
10 architeéiure, drefs, or in¥be general circle of elegen-

cies. It was a Court of intrigne and vanity. In the
reign of James I. Van Somer and Cornelius Jaofon
paved the way for Van Dyck—an epach of tafte ; but
this appears to have been confined to the couit and 2
few ncbje colle®ors ; and the troubles of Charles. his
fucc. flor, prevented his giving them a more general
influerce, His reign ftands high in the hift- ry of ar-
chite@me from having produced Inigo Jones. Under
Lely tafte funk into Indian gowns and flowing perukes,
till fafhio bacame 3 worfter in the time of Kueller,
and appeared in buckram coats, fquare-toed fhoes,
and difproportioned head dreffes in the ladies. Thig
ftyie of drefs prevailed till within thefe few years when
goo' fenfe and a more jult tafte broke through the
buckram and whale bone, and produced the prefent
eafy 20d elegant mode of attire, which may be faid
1o mark a point of national exgellence.  Reynolds con-
tributéd much to this change 3 his whole life wasa
firuggle with the hydra fafbion, as his works evince.

The above ft tement = i'l be found not to apply only

to the. arti le of drefs, but to extend to every Jepart-
ment. Let us, for inflasce, from the perio ) of Hene
ry Vill.examine fhip-building, civil archite&ure, our
furoiture, plate, &c. &c. and we fhall find them to
have nearly improved together or to have flu@uated as
the tafte for dessin prevailed tiil the patronage beflowed
by his prefent Majefty, by exciting a genesat love for
the arts, improved the naticual tafte to ite prefent great
and Lighly refpe@able fiate.

Before we difinifs the prefent efliy, we fhall endea-
vour to poiut out fome of the advanrag-s that refult
from the practice of drawing, to thefe who do not
make a profeffion of it. To every gentlemsn who
travels it iy abfolutely neceflary 3 for, independantly of
e feaching him 1o fee aciurately, tne curious and
ever ieftlefs eye of the artift comprehends more at one
View "‘:“' the common oblerver will uotice in au age.
The vi'ume of nature is laid epen tohim ; his attene

tion is dire@ed o the vaft and minute 3 mien and.mane
Lers arc "ot concealed fr m is view, and bis in:agis
Ratiusi clia_810 perfettion with ineable delight.
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It is not too much tosay, that drawing opens the
mind more than years devoted to the acquiring of Iane
guages, or the mere leaming of words ¢ it teacheés to
think. The artift ie a irve logician 3 not content
with producing <flefls, he is ever enquiriog after caufes
founde: on 2 vifible demonfeation, to evhibit them in

We mufl pot rank it among the lealt of the advan-
tiges r_dulﬂnﬁefgnq: the pr: of the arts, that'it
enucer the reflefling miad to 'the moR eaticing fort of

ic. The praftice of reafoning upon objedtsin rhem-
f:lves agreeable:tends to produce fach a habit, and
habit ftrengihens the e fining facultica. Befides, while
the wind is engaged jv ublaining knowledge, we'cfiape
the i-fipidity and ‘iodiffcrence gonne@ed yith the tee
Moufncly o .imﬁ{vh‘ ’%t. te de fabodr ; 1+ blef-
Bng yikpown to t.hoé who Jive ‘lazily on the 1oif of
~others.  The fenfualift imagines be enjoys thie world,
becaufe he cats and drinks, and runs about upoy-it §

but te gpjoy it trely is to ht',(rn:ﬁbie of s greatnefs -

and beauty, k A
Independently of keeping the mind employed, the
arts cootribute to harmonize the temper 3 aod the
power of drawing brings with it fo much menta! #n-
Jjoyment, thar youth, inorder to be ccupied, is not
.tempted to precipitate into the ruinous'and diftroétive
vices of gaming and drinking. Tt defends uy in the
meridian of life from the wild fchemes of ambition,
and in old age it becomes a fure fhicld againtt avaric eo
Shenftons obferves, ** wherever the:eis 2 want of taft e,
we geuerally vbferve a love of moncy and cuoning”
The ivfluence it has on our moral gondud is, per=
haps, ore of the greateft recommendations for the
fudy of the arts, No one can meditate on the order
obfrrvable in natu-e, and not reduce his condu®t fo a
fimilar flandard of reguiarity, To have a juft relith
for what is clegant and proper in paiuting, fculptor,
in archite@ure, muft be a fine preparation for trac no=
tions relative to chara&er and bebaviour,  Shou.d fuch
a one be cvespowered by pafion, or swerve from his
duty, we need not fcar but he will retusa on the frt
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refle@ion, and with a redoubled refolution not to err
a fecond time, for he cannot but oblerve, that the weil-
being of nature, as well as the individual, depend on
Tegy'arity and order, and that a difregard of the focial
virtues will ever be accompanied with fhame and re-
morfe.  Paffion is 2 whirlwind that fhakes the human
frame, a8 thg convulfions of an earthguake diforder that

’a m' ure.

‘Every Briton that travels "hould propofe to him{:if
pleafase and advantage, and bis enquiry thould enable
bim to add to the pational fiock of knowledge; forit
cannot be faid that he travels to enjoy the advantage of
2bewter Goveroment, or becaufe other nations have a
greater. commerce.  Hence, then, it mift be for arts
and lcarging. , Aad how i he to acquainted
with the former witheut 2 kuowledge in _paintipg,
. e, and nacbige_pure, Aby_more than he ‘kl
‘with ghe latter without a knowiedge in“the lanruiges
of the countries be may have occafion to pafs through ?
Lord Bacon fays: ¢ Travel, in the younger fort, is
.a part of education ; in 1he elder; a part of experierice.
He that travelleth into a country before he hatb fome
entrance into the langusge, goeth to feliool and not to
travel.”  The fame may be fid of thofe wha'travel
befure they hare obtained a knowledge in the polite
arts. How many noble works of archite@ure did Lord
Barlington bequeath to his country ? they remain

monuments of national tafte, highly honourable to his
memory. Lt us be permitted (o mention the bonour
the arts at prefent derive from the malterly produ@ions
of the Barl of Aylesford, Sir G Beaumont, Sir R.
Hoare, W. S8cope, Efq of Caftle-comb; Capt. Lewis
of theroya! navy ; Capt. Mordaunt, and many others,
whofe woiks will ever rank among the firk produéicns
of the pencil. Lord Warwick is faid to poffefs the
true poetic spirit for compofing heroic landicape =
Whl'e.wc are recommending to gentlemen to learn to
draw, it moft not be underflood that we with to deprive
-the ladics of the pleasure and advantage that muft re-
fen (3 from their pl'aﬁiﬁng : an art that wd.' WMP',
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before all others for improving our talte, particularly
in fuch things as are conne®ed with decoration.
Though we recommend learning to draw thus ge-
nerally, we maft fay it requires the utmolk caution in
the choice of z mafter ; for ihould his abilitiés be con-
fined, or bis tafte depraved, there is greatdanger of
the poifon being conveyed to the pupil ; and if; in the
end, his better underftanding rife fuperior to the evil,
be will, uafortunately, have much to unlearn, Above
all, if he be arrived at an age to difcriminate, objeéts
worthy atteation fhould be fet as examples of imita«
tior ; he fhou!ld not be amufed and his time wafted with
gew-gaws and teath beneath the dignity and attention
of rational beings, s o :
Every one is acquainted with the progrefs of what
m2y be termed common or fchoel education. The
mai.ers begin ceaching the letters, and then proceed
to fyllables, which are joined into fentences; but the
vitimate end is, compofiag themes to cali forth the
power of invention, and conveying a more exquifite
idea of the language. Exadly fo fhould be progrefs
in teaching drawing ~ If the koowledge to be obtaifted
be the human figure, we begin with parts ; as' eyes,
nofes, heads, hands, &c. whichisthe AB C, This,
of coutfe, leals to the whole figure, which may be
eompared to fpelling ; that naturally condu@s to the
gound, or drawing irom the plaifter cats ; then from
the life ; and ultimately to compofition, Shouid land-
fcapes be the purfit, the progrefs is precifely the fame,
We begin with the pasts or fingle objecs, as trees,
bridges, cottages, caftles, &c. Here again i3 the
alpbabet. Th's we tou quit to copy wholes, ora com-
bination of objes ; and in the eod e apply to nature,
which fets ue tree from our mafter. Then we muft
improve by owr own a&ivity; and, like the bee, cull
the honey from every flower. As much as our fuccefs
depends on the abilities of the mafter, the greateft care
fhould be obfervedin the choice.  Heis but <8 a crutch
to the lame 3 but we ought to make ourfclves fu.e it is
found, and without faw or fhake j that is, as far as

21
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our judgment will permit, or the opinion of iriende
direét.

He who afpires to a krowledge in the fine a'ts can
only hope to fucceed by tuining his attertion to the fone
fative part of nature, part'cularly by an enquiry after
fach ohjeds as are naturally agreeable, or the contrary:
alfo fuch as are grand or mean, Proper or iMpProper. =
This is the only foundation of a juft and rational tafte,
and, like morals may be cultivated to a high degiee
of refinement. The fine arts where the feelings are
only concerned, will pleafe from their novelty, in the
prime of life ; but the delight will ceafe in a more ad-
vanced period, when the fervour cf the imagination
goesoff.  Oo the contrary, where we are goverred by
jult principles and thorough kiowledge, they will afford
fancy as well as ju'lgment they will growinto a favourite
entertainment, and their vigour wiil prevail as firong in
the evening as in the mornivg of life.

This only can make the arts truly delightful.e
It is not a few techni al phrafes, picked up trom pro-
feffional men, which may enable one to habble like a
parrat, that can at any time pleafe or be pleafing =
Science is a coy lady, and will not gvant her favours
without being long courted.  But, fhonld we afpire to
no higher charaer than tiat of a mere critic, a fmall
flock of information will fuffice : and pra&ice will in-
ereafe confidence where there is nothing to lofe. Cri-
ticifm is'a lady of eafy accefs ; the want of n eaning
the fupplies with words ; and the want of knowledge
is rccompenfed with cunoing  She fatters all ; and
thofe whom nature has made weak, or idlencfs keeps
ignorant, may feed their vanity at her thrine.
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Lichen Smaragdulus
Tremella
Stilbium hirsutum
Agaricus aureus
limacinus
Peziza nivea
Agaricus femitarius
geophyllus
umbonatus
Theolobus glomeratus
Fungi
Lichen orostheus
Orthotrichum pumilum
Hydnum diaphanum
Agaricus peronatus
Patillaria
Reticularia hemispherica
Lichen carnosus
Urceolaria volvata
Carex arenaria
Lichen concentricus
Patellaria varia
Conferva aurea
Byssus polithus
Lepraria arcumata
Linkia Nostoe
Lichen crispus
Lepraria incana
Phaseum nauticum

Novr.

Dec.

Jan

29
30

25
27
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[November]
Nov 29 Discovered Lichen Smaradulus
30 Made a figure of L. Smaradulus & a
Tremella growing on Moss on the
Stem of the Golden Russet Apple tree

which I think may perhaps be 7.

Nostoe
May not the wind which almost

always prevails after rain in Cold weather
be caused by the vacuum occa-

-sioned by the water falling out of that
space which it before occupied, the

air rushing into the void consequent

-ly produces a storm proportional to

the quantity of rain fallen, during
summer the heat which the sun

-shine after rain causes, fills the va-

-cant space with rarified air or

vapour , consequently storms seldom
follow rain in warm weather.

Dec 1 Made a drawing of Stilbium hir-
-sutum? found some days before on an
Alder leaf — and also Peziza nivea or
fructiginea- 1 am doubtful which
Added to my Agarics — Agaricus au-
reus With A. limacinus 8. fig Sow-
Fungi --- Common Wren singing

2 Found and Figured Agaricus fimiputris



var 2. With 4 — 25h also A. geophyllus Sow 224

A. umbonatus With 4.162.

Snow on the Mountains and Thunder in
the forenoon with heavy showers
Discovered Theolobus glomerata a

very fine day

Fungi seem to be a kind of vege

-tables more choice in their place

of growth than any other kind of plant
the

parasitic species are only to be found

on a particular tree or plant, it is cu-
-rious to think where the seed came
from which produces a species of Fun
-gus never seen in a wood or in the
neighbourhood until the peculiar

habitat was ready for the growth of

the Fungus---------

Examined the fish called Blockan

and found it Gadus Carbonarius

Dr. Stevenson having borrowed from
the Belfast Society for Promoting K-
-nowledge Wedgewood’s Pyrometer reported
that the little vessels for containing the
Dec - 1806

wedges floated on the surface of a Glass
house pot containing materials for Glass

and that the heat was so great as to soften



the vessel and make it liable to bend
notwithstanding it was not at the ex-
tremity of the scale the wedges only

sliding to [blank] of Fahrenheit

May not the flux employed for making
Glass be the cause why the vessels did

not stand so great a heat as Mr Wedgewood
says they were capable off.

Went to Seymourhill

Went to Lambeg Dined at Mrs Barclays

in Company with Mr Drum and going

up the Canal examined the Quarry

where the Sulphur coloured Lichen grows
could see no fructification but am almost
convinced it is Lichen orostheus E.B.

1549

Was introduced by Mr. Williamson at Mr.
Hancocks to Mr. Trotter secretary to the
late Mr. Fox.

Examining some of the Appletrees in Seymour
hill Orchard and found what I think is Orthotri

-cum pumilum - In the evening began

to read Fischers travels through Spain
and very much delighted with the fine
descriptions of Evening and Morning &
surprized that a mere relation of what
may be observed every fine Evening &

morning when related in the simple stile
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of only relating a succession of fact should
give so much pleasure “Day begins to
break, the dark clouds that covered the Oc.
ean become a light mist, the stars fade
away, the tops of the Masts reappear, the
Sea resumes a deep azure, and a slight ro-
seat hue begins to shine in the East.

The liquid plain grows brighter and more
extensive every moment, and we already
see in the offing, sails of ships at the ex —
-tremity of the horizon, and streaks of pur-
-ple float amid the azure of the heavens.

In short a glorious light fires the sea and sky,
and the sun rises in all his Majesty.

Evening “the disk of the sun increases and
his rays lengthen. Surrounded by purple
clouds he descends in all the pomp of Even-
-ing, while aerial mountains are heaped to-
-gether around him; but he pierces them
with his brilliant fires and gilds the

sails

sails, till at length he plunges, by degrees,
into the Ocean, after which a soft and crim-
-son light envelops the waters and hea-
-vens.----- Twilight now extends its empire
over the ocean, the distant sails seem to
loose themselves in its obscurity, the masts

disappear, and the stars one by one pierce
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through the Clouds. Thus night spreads
around, and sea appears an obscure

abyss; yet in the distance we still per-
-ceive the light of vessels here and

there, or lighthouses along the shore.

Our lanterns are now lighted, and except
the two sailors on watch, every one hastens
to bed.

Fischers Travels in Spain 10-12

In what state of Society simple Beauty

is most admired has long been a question
unsolved, Greece at one period seems to
have arrived at the highest excellence

the monuments which have been trans-
-mitted to us, shew how Grandure and beau-
-ty may be produced by the

union of figures in themselves the

most simple, straight lines, squares, train-
-gles, and circles form those elegant
moldings, which are now looked upon

as

as the most perfect moddles for an Artist
who wishes to arrive at perfection in
Sculpture and Architecture, and we find
that those who have studied these moddles
of excellence with the most attention, have

uniformly arrived at that point to which
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lasting fame is attached. Poetry it would appear in the
less civilised state of society, when mankind
lived much in the open air, and rude nature
presented itself every where around received
a colouring from the surrounding objects

of horrible and sublime, in the middle ages
when learning was confined to a few, pedan
-try licked it in all the intricacies of scho-
-lastic subtilty, it is then only in the lat-

-ter or more refined state of society, simple
descriptions of natural objects, and the finer
feelings of our nature engage the attention
of the poet, and speak to the heart alive

to the gentler passions, Such was the pro-
-gress of Music also, at first confined to a
few simple sounds it was at last employ

-ed to render to the “recitations of the Priests
who sang the praises of Gods & heroes more
easy to the memory, and attractive to the
audience. Such has been the progress of

the Arts, and many nations have pres

-erved

preserved remnants which are the
admiration of distant ages.

Ireland cannot present those luminous
points on the pages of its history which
distinguish are penned in the Annals of

Antient Greece and Rome, and which



30

often delight the Philosophic mind, when

the Ravages of the heroe has presented

to view a scene of desolation and barba-

-rity. That Ireland had also her bright

period we have reason to believe although

few traces remain except its language

and its Antient Music. Whether the

Aborigines had any Musical instruments

or not we cannot at this day determine

but from the resemblance of the Irish to the

Theban harp it was probably introduced

by the Millesians. The tune found in

Germany on which Dr Burney has written

an elaborate criticism (1) proves to be the com-

-position of an Irish bard of the middle

ages, when foreign Music seems to have

been spreading its influence over the

more simple, but not less melodious composition
of

(1) Ta an samradh teacht or the Summer is comming

See preface to Mr. Buntings General Collection p4 and

Tune No. 7

of a remoter period. It is at present to be regretted
that this beautiful Fabric raised by our

Ancestors and preserved for us through

s0 many ages now totters on its foundations

and unless speedy support is applied must

fall into irreparable decay - Let everyone
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therefore whose ear is not altogether shut
against harmonious sounds assist to preserve
this special relic, which so often added splen
-dour to the hospitable halls of our ancestors.
Let a few a very few years elapse and this
monument of our Antient civilisation will
disappear. For a length of time the profession
of Bard had been confined, to

a part of the community who generally ex-
-perienced all the wretches of Poverty, a few
blind harpers are now the only remains

of our numerous Bards. While these few

are yet alive, it is in our power to revive

this nearly extinct art. the greater variety

of paths which are prepared for Genious

the more easily will each individual

be enabled to cultivate those talents with
which nature has endowed them. Music

has been the principle resource of the blind
both for support and amusement.

It

It appears that their attention is not
divested by objects presented to another
sense they are peculiarly fitted to attain
perfection in whatever is conveyed to
their mind by sound. Some of the best
Poets and Musicians that have ever

appeared in the world were men from
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whom the all inspiring scene of nature was shut
out, who saw not the refulgent sun, dart

his light through the shining clouds

tinging with rosy light the hills and

plains, and gladding all animated

nature, how many thousand objects

present themselves on every side to which

the enraptured eye is turned, the gay

variety of colours which decorate the

ample field of nature are displayed

in vain before the blind, to them

this ever varying scene appears one univer-

sal shade.

What can be said to urge to exception if having
the benevolent object in

view of affording a means of subsistence

to many who would otherwise languish

in obscurity and spend

in poverty and indolence a life which

might be agreeable to themselves and useful to their family
diffuse to all around the most pleasu-

-rable

-able sensations - which as that great
master painter of human action beau-
-tifully expresses it come o'er the
[blank]," ear like the sweet south
That breathes upon a bank of Violets

Healing and giving odour.



33

not [unreadable]

But if Music should not find a place

among your pleasures surely there is not a person
so truly dead to all the feelings of a

Patriot as not to feel the spirit of their

fathers rise within them at the

sound of the Harp. and sigh with regret that

they have suffered the Emblem of

their country to remain so long

neglected

Breathes there a man with soul so dead,
Who never to himself hath said,

This is my own, my native land!

Whose heart hath ne’er within him burned,
As home his footsteps he hath turned,
From wandering on a foreign strand!

If such there breathe, go, mark him well;
For him no minstrel rapture swell;

High through his titles, proud his name,
Boundless his wealth, as wish can claim

Despite

Despite those titles, power and pelf,

The wretch, concentred all in self,

Living, shall forfeit fair renown,

And double dying, shall go down

To the vile dust, from whence they sprang,

Unwept unhonoured and unsung



Scotts Lay of the Last Minstrel

Canto 6th

[Paper insert follows]

He is not a step from real greatness
who gives to his own singular ex
-periments neither more, nor less
importance than their own

nature warrants

Lavatirs Aphorisms No. 274

[End of insert]

I was greatly entertained with observing
a Gander searching for and raising Carrots
with considerable exertions, he removed
the earth around the root with his bill
which on becoming clotted with earth
he shook until cleared, and when he

had bared the root sufficiently to get

a firm hold of it with his bill he then
with some times considerable exertions
pulled it intirely out -

Wrote to Mr D Turner

Thrush singing after very stormy

nights and much rain this is a

fine mild dark morning - wrote to

Dr Stokis and Barker by Mr Tennent

who went in the Mail on the 18th
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18

19

20

dined at Mr Robert Simms.

On recollecting some of the conversation
of yesterday on the

great events taking place on the
Continent of Europe, I was surprized

at the furious spirit of party which
prevails, a Spirit which has often trans
-fered mildness into ferocity and made
even binevolence the advocate for
assasination, the love of power seems

a natural propensity in the hearts of

all

all animated beings and requires the con-
-stant attention of reason to restrain

it within the bounds of Justice, but a-
-lass how few are under this benign in-
fluence, when interest appears in

view, nations and individuals are alike
guided by this powerful impulse and
often conjure up the most flimsy
arguments to justify their Conduct.
Slight frost in the morning and a fine
day

Fine slight Frost and Sunshine

Fine day but towards evening stormy and
Rain, a great deal of Rain in the night
Great Blue titmous beginning to sing

Very wet morning Finished Fishers Travels
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21

22

23

24
25

Fine Morning Began to read Miss
Owensons Wild Irish Girl. The feelings
of a Mind not entirely deprived of Natu-
ral sensibility. but satiated

with dissipation and finely portrayed

in the first letters - Thrush singing

A mild morning threatening rain

went to town Breakfasted & dined

with Mr Callwell

Dined with Mrs. McCrackins in Company

with Mr. Harper Grimshaw xcc

A Fine day

The morning commenced with a
Great Gale from the West about 9

O Clock the roaring of the wind, which
bent the tall pines of the Avenue

and made even the sturdy Chesnut
yield to the blast, the driving rain
which darkened the air and added
gloom to the tremendous

sound of the tempest, forming one

of those sublime periods

"Inspiring awe till breath itself stands

still" Bloomfields Farmers Boy 10th line

Most systems of Religion (says Fishers Travels
Through Spain p.189) are but the first essays

of reason. Founded in the ignorance and weak



-ness of Mankind, they must lose some part
of their authority as soon as the powers

of the mind begin to unfold, and therefore
they always strive to prevent its cultiva-
tion: and what kind of cultivation can be
expected, as long as the public education
remains in the hands of the Clergy?

What obstacles has not education yet to
overcome? How many useful enter-

-prises

-prises will yet be sacrificed to the inter-
-ests of that body? And how long will not
clerical routine still influence the

political system".

Terror seems to have been the origin

of religion, and to deprecate the wrath

of a Ferocious and vindictive deity, the
Priest armed with a blood stained wea-
-pon

often destroyed his fairest works of a Benificent creator and
drew dire conclusion from the

convulsive struggles of the dying

victim. But when man became a

fixed inhabitant of the earth, and
agriculture spread plenty on his board
milder manners began to prevail. Religion

gradually assumed a less
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savage aspect,

yet often in the

name of a Just and benevolent

Diety it spread destruction around
devoting to torture and death all

who professed not the same belief

in legendary tales composed to enrich
and cloth with power an ambiti-

ous

-ous Priesthood, and even after the
promulgation of a System which taught
the omnipresence and omniscience of

a Deity who looked with complacency
on his works adorned on every side, and
who has spread the the means of happiness
in profusion around, a religion which
taught man to love and succour his
brother Man, and gave that rule
unknown to all the great Moralist of

the earlier ages "To do

unto others as you would wish

others do to you" Yet, after this

scheme of Benevolence was given to
Man, the wild and ferocious passions
rage with full force, Men forgeting

the first law of nature, that it is

by promoting the general happiness

that we render ourselves pleasing to
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the Almighty creator of all things
who has diffused beauty with a la
-vish hand on all this fair creation
in order that Mankind by a constant

contemplation of his works might

“look

“look from nature up to natures

God" Gloomy and retired within the
awe inspiring recesses of a Monastery
superstion rushed forth only to

kindle

the flames of war and spread desola
-tion over the land, under the cross
the Crusaders carried destruction to
the east, and the Spaniards to Ame
-rica. The terrors of the inquisition

no longer affright science with its flames
and racks, but religion is still a weapon where with
to rule the world and urge the fair

-est work of the Almighty's hand to
destroy each other, even at the begin
-ing of the nineteenth Century when
Knowledge has spread a light around
before which superstition retires Na
-tion armed against Nation, invokes
the Deity to aid their efforts, conse
-crate to him their bloody ensigns

"and sing mad hymns of triumf
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oer his slautered sons" Perhaps

the day is yet far distant when the

adorations of the created will be offered
up to the creator in simplicity and

truth; when Religion will no longer
speak to the passions but the rea-

-son of Mankind; when the glare of Pomp

and ceremony will cease to dazzle the imagi-

-nation and wrap the senses in wild
enthusiasm, giving to external form,
a respect due only to exulted virtue
The Church of Rome with her Relics
and her crucifixs extended her domi-
-nion beyond the boundaries of Alexan
-der or of Caesar, and for Centuries en-
-joyed a power which the All Con-
-quering Buonaparte perhaps will
never attain, Emperors
and Kings trembled before a bareheaded
emissary sent by a haughty Pope, and
Philosophy bowed under the weight of
religious Bigotry, It was only when
the galling chain of oppression ceased
to be supportable that a few daring
minds stept forth to demand the rights
of reason,
and taking advantage of the dislike
which
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which began to prevail they boldly
defied Anathemas and excommuni
-cation. Yet even to the present day
are all sects more or less influenced
by prejudices transmitted from Gene-
ration to generation and hold in abhorence he
who dares to dispute the authen-
-ticity of what has been transmitted
from dark periods of ignorance un-
-der the title of Sacred,

To the Prejudice of Education which

binds the Hindoo and the Mahomedan

to the belief of their fathers, and to that only can we

account to the belief of the Su-
-pernatural events which are

said to have taken place during
the first promulgation of Christi
-anity, can it be said that any
person of sound reason would
believe that such things took
place yesterday, on such evidence
as they receive for truth what

hap

happened 1810 years ago, and if
supernatural means were then made
use of, why are not unbe-

-lievers convinced by the same



44

45

26

27
28
29
30

31

means now, can it be alledged
that the diety is less powerful
or less interested about the good of

Man.

[Blank]

Found on a piece of rolling Broom
Hydnum deaphanum? spreading
irregularly teeth scarcely discernable
unless magnified with my Pocket Glass
Cream colored. Also the same day
Collema subtilis E Bot 1008 at the
North East corner of the highway field in
the ditch - I had found it last year but
did not settle its name

Fine clear dry day

Dry but cloudy went to Seymourhill
Rainy dine at John Hancocks Lisburn
Rainy returned from Seymourhill

Dry day Made a Drawing of Hyd

-num diaphanum or Helophora

Frosty, a fine day planting Laurel etc
made a drawing of Sphasia rimora

Sow. Fungi Finished the wild Irish

Girl of Miss Owenson the tendency is to

Give a mere faithful account of Irishmen
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Jan 1 Frost and Ice of above 2 an inch thick
Went into the Library, dineded at Mr
Henry Joys in Company with Dr Bruce
Mr Allen Barclay & Mr John Burden
received a letter of the 15 Decr. from Mr Tur-
-ner, one from Dr Barker on Decr. 28 and one from
General Vallency introducing Mr Bullock of the
Liverpool Museum

2 Frost going away Ice on the pond 1 inch

thick
46

3 Frost gone Found on the Redland Apple
tree which has the Lonicera semper
-virons on it, a Very minute cuneiform
black Ciavaria —Read Montgomerys
Wanderer in Switzerland & other poems
the first exhibits the horrors of war by a
striking tale the other poems have nothing
very remarkable to recommend them.
Began Lesseps Travels in his preface
the feelings of a warm heart at parting
with friends to whom he was attached
is well expressed and our regret for the
humane, generous, and unfortunate
M De la Perouse hightened by the
strong light in which his valuable

qualities are represented.
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10

Slight Frost fine day Found an Agaric

at the foot of the fairy thorn in the Spring
Field like Agaricus peronatus Sow Fern
37 and on a stone in the Far plain

a lichen - Patillaria Crust white shield
fomiginous with a white margin ap
-parently serrated with some on the
young shields inflected

A pleasant Winter day to town

Dark pleasant Winter day

Slight Frost Ice about as thick as a
halfpenny on the ground - Found in
the Alder Grove Reticularia hemis
pherica Sow Fungi 12 and Made a fig-
-ure of it

Pleasant cloudy day, went to visit

my Aunt at Cottage dined with Mrs. Call-
-well got wet coming home

Very wet day

A Fine day - The Dog in Kamtschat
-ka supply the place of horses, drawing
on light sledges their masters during
his Journies, and bringing home the
provisions for the approaching winter
but not withstanding their great useful
-ness their comfort is not attended to
and like the horses of more civilized

people they are often treated with
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great cruelty, and Lessep mention that
on his Journey through that country

his dogs suffered so much from hunger
that many died, and were immediately
devoured by the rest, and that even
when a feeble on fell during the conflict

he was likewise devoured by his famish-

-ed

-ed companions (1) "They are like the french
shepherd dog, their food consist of offals

or such decayed fish as are rejected by their
Masters. In summer which is their sea-

-son of rest little care is taken of them,

the dogs will know how to provide for them
-selves, by ranging over the country and a-
-long the sides of lakes and rivers; and the
punctuality with which they return is

one of the most striking proof of the fi-
-delity of these animals. When winter
arrives they dearly pay for the liberty

and temporary repose they have enjoyed" (2)
Lesseps sledge had thirty seven, but 35 sledges
he says had 300 or about 8 dogs on an ave
-rage. On leaving Bolcheretsk “Conceive
of our numerous cavalcade amounting to
35 sledges, (45 dogs were harnessed to Mr
Kasloffs sedge 37 to mine) In the first

was a sergeant of the name of Kabecoff,
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who was appointed to superintend and di
-rect our procession. He gave the signal
and instantly all these sledges set off
in file. They were drawn by 300 dogs of
equal courage and speed. Presently the line
was broken, the order disturbed, and all confusion.
A spirited emulation animated the conduct
-ors
(1) Lesseps Travels in Kamtschatka p. 263
(2)p. 116

-ors, and it became as it were a Chariot race

It was who should drive fastest; no one

was willing to be outstripped; the dogs them-
-selves could not bear the affront; they partook
the rivalship of their masters, fought with

one another to obtain the precedence,

and the sledges were overturned, frequent-

-ly at the risk of being dashed to pieces.

The clamour of those who were overturned,
the yelping of the struggling dogs, the mixed
cry of those that proceeded, and the confused
and continual chattering of our guides, com-

- pleated the disorder, and prevented us both
from knowing and hearing one another.

(3) The dogs are fed only once a day, at the
end of their journey; their repast consists com-

-monly of a dried salmon distributed to each of them (4)
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with this fare they are sometimes obliged to
perform a Journey of 90 Wersts (104 1/2 Wersts to a
degree) (in 14 hours (5) The Calagans or summer
habitations are elevated on posts about 12 or 13
feet above the ground, this rough sort of colonade
supports in the air a platform made of rafters
joined to one another and overspread with clay,
this platform serves as a floor to the whole
building which consist of a roof in the shape
of a cone. under the lower part of this platform
they hang their fish to dry, that it may be out
of the reach of the voraciousness of their dogs.
The
(3) p. 154 (4). 161 (5) 163.

The best dogs that is the most vicious have
no other kennel than what the portico of the
Calagans affords them to the posts of which
they are tyed” (1) where they have the seve-
-rity of the Hamsondale winter." during

a journey they are unharnessed and

tied to the nearest trees (2) Accustomed
however to such weather, they crowd
together and always holding their noses

in the air, the heat of their breath, by
penetrating their cold covering, created

a free passage for respiration. They

have the sense also to shake them

-selves when the Snow becomes too
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As the Russians proceeded farther
east of Asia, it was remarked that

the furs were more beautiful (4)

did this take place from a greater cold,
the animals being less disturbed by
hunting or were they a different spe-

-cies. It is known that the scotch

hares have a fine wool fit for making
hats, while the fur of the Irish hares

is not accounted of any use.

(1) Lesseps Travels L. p. 28 (2) p.222 (3) p2 p.

163 note (4) 2 p. 229

Dry day. Read in Dr Aikens New Mag-
-azine that the storms in the last months
regularly begin after 12 at Night, with us
they breeze began almost constantly after
sunset, and fell off about 12.

Dry morning with some clear places in
the sky. early in the Morning there

was a breeze of wind which began to sub
side about daylight.

A simple Machine might be constructed
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for determining the force of the wind.

Let 1 be a board of a foot square which by

a Vane is constantly turned to the wind

with a toothed ruler on which the spring 2
acts to prevent it returning after being forced
to slide back by the pressure of the wind upon
the surface of one from the extremity

of the ruler let a cord run over the pulley 3

to

to which is suspended a small weight (4) or a
large one as we design to measure a great

or small pressure. it is evident that as

the ruler is forced in the weight must

be lifted and the spring acting upon the

teeth will keep it in the last position
supporting twenty or thirty Boards exposed
with weights from an ounce upwards

we may have a measure from the slightest
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breeze to the greatest storm. The whole
machinery may be enclosed in a box
turning to the wind by means of a Vane
on the axle A.A in the frame B B

which is designed to keep it steady. The
advantages of this machine is that all
observers may be sure if they employ the
same weights of registering the same
force.

Went to town some snow showers
freezing at night. Mr Tennant mentioned
that the Sinapis alba was very common
on the lands of Myrroe near Magilligan
Co Derry it appears mostly on new made

ditch banks but never in plowed fields

[blank]



